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ANR: who we are?

A public research project funding agency

• created in 2005

• under the French Ministry of research and higher education

(MESR)

5 missions:

• to fund and promote the development of basic and applied 

research, technological innovation, technology transfer and 

public-private partnerships

• to implement the Action Plan approved by the French Ministry of 

Research

• to manage major government investment programmes in the 

fields of higher education and research 

• to strengthen scientific cooperation across Europe and worldwide 

• to analyse trends in research supply and assess the impact of the 

funding it allocates (added 2014)

Programme definition
(scientific priorities, funding instruments, 

international cooperation)

Selection
(calls for proposals,

evaluation)

Project implementation
(funding contracts, 

project monitoring)

ANR
Ex-post evaluation

(outputs, outcomes

impact)



 all fields of science and all types of research funded (basic research, applied research, 

experimental development up to TRL 5)

 Public or private funding recipients: universities, research organisations, foundations, 

commercial companies...

 Various funding instruments described in a yearly Work Programme https://anr.fr/en/the-

2023-work-programme/

For more information: 👉 Annual activity report 

https://anr.fr/en/anrs-role-in-research/the-agency/documents/

https://anr.fr/fileadmin/documents/2022/ANR_annual-report-2021.pdf

A wide remit

https://anr.fr/en/the-2023-work-programme/
https://anr.fr/en/anrs-role-in-research/the-agency/documents/
https://anr.fr/fileadmin/documents/2022/ANR_annual-report-2021.pdf


ANR

ANR in the national (and EU) RDI funding landscape

Funding range 
(whole project duration)

Basic 

Research

Industrial 

Research

Innovation

Development

ADEME 

or BPI France

ERC

€10 M

€1 M

€0.1 M

Horizon Europe



1/ National funding schemes geared towards international objectives (like climate change 

mitigation)

2/ Transnational policy fora & policy-oriented actions (Science Europe, Coalition S, Global 

research council, Belmont Forum…) 

3/ Transnational funding networks dedicated to jointly fund research projects, bilateral or 

multileral (ERANET Cofund like ACT, now European Partnerships like CETPartnership or 

Driving Urban Europe): 30 to 35 transnational calls launched per year

ANR’s international actions



ANR and the energy domain

Action through the Generic Call for Proposals: 2 research areas dedicated to energy transition:

- Theme Basic Energy Science:

- Support mainly fundamental research (TRL 1-2) oriented toward energy transition issues

- The "basic energy science" theme seeks to support upstream research, to explore new ideas and 

methods and to study breakthrough concepts. With long-term application perspectives, in 

particular beyond a 15-year horizon, the aim of this theme is to mobilise and transpose fundamental 

knowledge, methods and tools from the disciplines of matter, engineering and digital sciences to the 

field of energy, and to encourage research projects bringing together skills from a wide range of 

scientific communities, some of which do not necessarily focus on energy at present.

- Theme Sustainable, clean, safe and efficient energy:

- Support mainly research on technology development at TRL 3 to 5

- Open to any technology

- The objective of this scientific theme is to accelerate research aimed at improving energy 

technologies (in a medium-term perspective) on the one hand, and, on the other hand, to support 

research projects involving social sciences and humanities. 



ANR and the energy domain

Today, about 110 to 120 projects selected and funded (per year), supported through various 

actions (mainly the generic call for proposals but also through European and international 

cooperation schemes), for a funding budget of about 45 to 50 millions euros. 

Covering the different energy areas (statistics presented based on the International Energy 

Agency R&D classification). Very few projects on CCS (and on nuclear energy). 
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ANR and the CCUS

Far fewer CCS projects have been funded in recent years than 10 years ago.

➢ probably a sign of maturity of most technologies, that, today, have reached TRLs > 4. 

An profusion of research on CO2 chemistry and re-use supported for more than 10 years, with 

many avenues explored (including using solar energy, e.g. solar fuels, in strong emergence).  

Most of these projects target fine chemicals and high value-added applications (and therefore, not 

suitable for large scale CO2 valorization). 
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ANR and the PEPR SPLEEN

SPLEEN: a large programme dedicated to 

support upstream research, at low TRLs 

(between 1 and 4), to support innovation for 

industry decarbonization with a budget of 70 

millions euros (over 7 years). 

Launched in the framework of the national 

Acceleration Strategy Industry 

Decarbonisation

(see https://www.entreprises.gouv.fr/files/files/secteurs-d-

activite/industrie/decarbonation/presentation-de-la-strategie-d-

acceleration-decarbonation-de-l-industrie.pdf) 

The programme's aim is to provide decisive 

added value in the innovation chain through 

upstream responses to industry's major 

scientific challenges in this area. It will work 

on the development of innovative 

decarbonisation solutions for this.

https://www.entreprises.gouv.fr/files/files/secteurs-d-activite/industrie/decarbonation/presentation-de-la-strategie-d-acceleration-decarbonation-de-l-industrie.pdf


ANR and the PEPR SPLEEN

SPLEEN: a large programme dedicated 

to support research at low TRLs 

(between 1 and 4) for industry 

decarbonization with a budget of 70 

millions euros (over 7 years). 



ANR and the PEPR SPLEEN



New business activities originating from ANR projects?

Based on results obtained

through several research

projects supported by ANR. 



New business activities originating from ANR projects?

Initial project supported by ANR 

through a Young Investigator

Grant (JCJC) funded in 2012. 



Thank for your attention


